
 

The finished piece is a testament to my effort to produce a unique “thing.” The process is exhilarating for sure, 
however, it is the desire to create that pushes me into the process and, in the end, it is created for both of us: you, 
the viewer, and me, the painter. 

What is the relationship between a viewer and a painting? The viewer decides if he or she wants to linger and 
connect with a work of art. There can be great satisfaction in savoring the visual feast of a painting. A painting 
may evoke a better understanding of our own interior – encourage travel to field and forest, imagined and abstract 
lands, and soulful eyes. A cherished painting becomes a beloved member of our family. 

The more we engage with different styles and schools of painting, the more we grow in our understanding of 
artistic expression. Paintings build off one another. What seemed foreign to us in the past may be understandable 
and enjoyable today. Contemplation, disciplined looking, and reading about art and artists broadens our vision and 
offers richness to our lives. 

A final observation – Van Gogh’s, A Starry Night at The Modern is one of the most recognized and popular 
paintings in the world. It portrays a pure and simple idea, a beautiful sky over a nestled-in town. The painting is a 
wonderful visual journey inviting many interpretations. And, in the end, all painters are viewers of other’s and 
their own work; together we enter a painting to find answers to our most personal and universal questions. 

An embryonic idea insinuates itself, a painting is born. Sometimes an idea 
appears out of the blue, other times it is observed. Everyday activities, past 
experiences, daydreams, literature, music and art feed a thought. Nursing 
visual notes – possibilities are sketched, models are drawn, colors are tested, 
and art museums and books are visited. 

The work begins – the original idea changes and grows. Before my eyes an 
image forms as pencil and paint are applied to support. This application of 
materials is very exciting. Often, new decisions and revisions re-form the 
painting. A struggle may ensue between the painting and me giving the image 
a life of its own that has nothing in common with the original idea. When 
complete, a painting is successful if it expresses my point of view and, at the 
same time, has broader appeal. 
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