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I am enthralled by clouds!  Every day I live to see their elegance and drama.  For me there is no 
landscape without a skyscape. 
 
I have very thirsty eyes.  The sky is the center of my attention throughout the day and night.  
Clouds are sustenance for me and feed my heart and soul.  
 
Almost all of the new work in this exhibition was done in my studio.  Clouds are so dynamic of-
ten changing completely in 10 minutes.  What caught my eye will be utterly different if not gone 
by the time I quickly set up to paint en plein air.   
 
My mission is always to awaken you to the exquisite and common beauty that surrounds us 
every day.  I have worshiped at the church of the great outdoors since my family moved to a 36 
acre farm outside of Philadelphia when I was 5.  While my father forbade me from studying art 
in college, I did have a genetic inheritance.  My grandfather was a named artist and my mother 
got a full ride at SU with the best entering portfolio in the Art School at the age of 16.  It wasn’t 
until 1996 that I picked up my first pastel.  After 33 years fundraising for the non-profit sector I 
am finally the person I was meant to be – an artist.  I am thriving in the unending beauty of Up-
state.  
 
Painting is as much about surface and materials as it is subject matter.  My primary medium has 
been soft pastel the most archival of all art media.  I’ve been expanding into acrylics, oils and ab-
straction in recent years.  In particular I have fallen in love with the very challenging interference 
acrylics which have no pigment and rely entirely on reflection and refraction and change color 
as you shift from side to side or move slightly up and down in front of a painting.  I paint on ga-
tor board and wood panels, first applying a color tone in acrylics and then on bold stokes add grit 
to hold pastels.  I like the added visual texture this last step adds to the pastel paintings. 
 
Distance and atmospheric perspective constantly intrigue me.  I’ve always been driven by a quest 
for beauty, balance, and peace in my paintings.  I hope you find that in these pieces.  
 
Maybe this exhibition helps you fall in love with clouds and convinces you of the truth of the 
Cloud Appreciation Society’s manifesto, on the wall for you to absorb.  Please let me know if 
you agree. 
 
Thank you for your interest, encouragement, and support!  I am deeply grateful! 
 
Please text or call for a no obligation tour of my Delavan Center studio gallery and experience of 
pastels:  315-727-6577 
 
               wendyharrisfineart.com 
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